The last remaining Mountain Caribou
Opening shot of pristine old growth forest
In the pristine Inland Temperate Rainforests of south eastern British Columbia, lives one of the last remaining herds of mountain caribou. 

Distribution map of current herds
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Once covering a much wider area, these mountain caribou are now confined to about 13 segmented herds throughout British Columbia, &  Alberta with a few of  these  migrating into Montana, Idaho & Washington.

Shots of woodland & tundra caribou
It has been found that these mountain caribou populations are remnants of a blending between the two major subspecies of caribou, the woodland caribou and the tundra caribou, that likely occurred during the end of the last ice age about 10,000 years ago. Populations contain both migratory and non-migratory individuals, and it is exactly this type of variation that has provided them with the flexibility to adapt to a landscape that is changing due to climatic conditions. However in the last century, change in climate has become more rapid, & combined with loss of habitat due to logging of the old growth forests, of which is critical to their survival, has led to a massive reduction in their numbers.

Shots of preparation of expedition into mountain caribou habitat, talking with scientists & shots of mountain caribou.
Over the next year i plan on filming these enigmatic animals & learn as much as possible about them. Working with various scientists i hope to gain a greater understanding of just what is causing the alarming reduction in their numbers & what needs to be done toreverse this long time trend. 

Shots of the rut.
The fall sees the largest groups of caribou & males defend their harem of up to 10 cows vigorously. The rut is fairly short & peaks early to mid October.

Shots of mountain caribou in their winter environment.
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During the late winter, mountain caribou feed on the lichen that drapes from the old growth forest trees. Their large snow shoe size feet enable them to stand on top of the snow to reach this food source.

Shots of Caribou in the spring feeding.
During the spring, food becomes more readily available & fresh green vegetation makes up the caribous diet. The caribou will move to lower elevations to feed on this vegetation but will move out of these areas if predators move in.

Shots of mothers calving & new born calves
Mountain caribou have only one young per year & the population growth rate rarely exceeds 26 percent of the herd. Gestation is about 230 days & calves are born from late May to early June. Pregnant females seek secluded alpine & sub alpine habitats to calve, probably to seek refuge from predators. Calf mortality in the first few months is high, as much as 50 percent or more, & causes include inclement weather, predation, abandonment, & accidents.

Summer shots
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During the summer months, the caribou move back to middle & upper elevations & feed more on grasses & shrubs. It is at this time of the year thought that predators are more active, & mortalities in the herd are higher at this time of the year than any other due to predation from the larger carnivores like cougars, bears & wolves.

Shots of predators & prey
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Predators do have an effect on the numbers of mountain caribou, however, the way the landscape has been changed due to logging,  this has dramatically changed the predator prey relationship when it comes to mountain caribou & those that predate on them. 

Shots of clear cut blocks
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In the first few years after logging of an area, the numbers of large ungulates like elk & moose increase dramatically due to the abundance of grasses. This increase also sees an increase in the numbers of predators like cougars, grizzly & black bears, & grey wolves. The increase in numbers of these predators into areas where the mountain caribou live results in more predation than normal on the caribou.

Closing shots
Dialog of what can be done to help save the last remaining herds of mountain caribou.

