Mat Thompson – UWOL Long form 

“An English country garden”

So what can your little garden really mean to wildlife ?

This film will explore what our modern gardens mean to our wildlife, ourselves and our children. It will visit many different types of garden, looking at both the positive and negative impact of how people keep their gardens, the species they attract and how they could help us to see the world differently. 

Our first connections

A child's first connection with the natural world is commonly found through our gardens. All children are born with a fascination by the insects, frogs, birds and other wildlife that surrounds them. Somewhere along the way most people lose this connection. Trapped in urbanised life styles, exposure to the natural world doesn't occur and accordingly people have little interest in it vital protection.

A tidy world

It seems the garden is becoming an extension of our houses. Clean, tidy, organised and sterile. In recent years the tendency towards paving/decking gardens over, putting garden plants in pots and generally being too tidy has had a detrimental effect on garden ecosystems and the wildlife that form them. 

What is the countryside?

Although urbanised land may account for only a small portion of even densely populated countries like the UK. Many people don't recognise that agriculturally motivated land use renders huge areas of land of little benefit to a lot of our wildlife. As true areas of wilderness become ever scarcer, our gardens should be seen as important 

Oasis

The cumulative effect of a street of well established gardens can be surprisingly powerful. These can form large areas of important habitat for a variety of sometimes surprising  visitors. Providing ground and plant life for cover, feeding, nest building and hibernation. These Oasis in both Urbanised and agricultural areas can be very important and give us fantastic opportunities to experience their comings and goings at close quarters.

Re-connection

Human beings although increasingly separated from the natural world are an intrinsic part of it. What ever actions we take that are detrimental to it, will in the end be detrimental to ourselves. If our gardens lose their butterflies, bumble bees and song birds then children will grow up never having made important first connections with some amazing wildlife and will become further disconnected from the natural world. Maybe we owe to our children and the planet to see our gardens as an expression of our connection with the natural world and not with out modern lifestyles.

