A Brief History of the ¼” S&W Screw Fixing

In 1965, an archaeological dig in central France uncovered a strange grave. In it were the shattered skeletal remains of a man in his mid 30’s, covered with the much-deteriorated remnants of no less than 150 stone axe heads and handles. Subsequent Carbon dating indicated the grave and axes were at least 50,000 years old.

One interesting aspect about the find was the method of attachment of the axe heads to the handles. Gone were the familiar 4 point fixing using leather thongs, used almost everywhere that pre – historic man had settled in that period. These particular axes had a revolutionary ¼” S & W screw fixing attaching the handle to the head.

Subsequent research has revealed that this attachment method was a brief aberration, tried in one single tribe and quickly abandoned as being totally unsuitable for the job it was required to perform. The problem, after a mammoth reconstruction effort by the Jeffersonian Museum, was that the ¼” screw fixing allowed the axe heads to wobble uncontrollably on the handle.

It appeared this major flaw was not discovered until the maker, identified by deciphered inscriptions scratched into every axe head, as one R. Sole, had outfitted the entire tribe with the new weapons.

The tribe made their displeasure known in a public axing to death of the unfortunate R. Sole and subsequent entombment under his own inferior product.

By all accounts it was a slow, painful demise, the wobbly axes incapable of striking a killer blow due to their inherent instability. His children, of which there must have been many, looked on in terror, lest they suffer the same horrible fate. 

Fast forward to 1861, when one of R.Sole’s descendants, having had the secret, much maligned, attachment method handed down from father to son for millennia in his possession, introduced it as a way of attaching the new fangled still cameras to their supports.

Much to the clan’s amazement, it was accepted as a standard method of performing such attachment and was universally adopted.

Fast-forward again to the 21st Century. R. Soles descendants now occupied positions of power across the globe, built on the success of the secret ¼” S & W screw camera fixing.

Then the entire clan made a terrible, clan-destroying mistake.

They promoted its use on camera support systems for High Definition Video Cameras.

The result was as swift as it was tragic. Within years, the collective tribes of video makers across the globe had got fed up to the back teeth of HD cameras wobbling back and forth on top of their expensive support systems, and they rose up, as one, and beat the entire tribe of R. Sole’s to death with these expensive support systems and cameras, ensuring the unfortunate R. Soles suffered the same slow, unpleasant death as their hapless forbear. 

They then reverted to the methods used by their ancestors all those millennia ago – the 4 point fixing!

(Luckily, doing away with the leather thongs and using screws instead – very clever)

If there’s any remaining R. Soles out there who survived the carnage and who still believe the ¼” S & W screw fixing is adequate for attaching an HD video camera to a camera support, raise your hand. I’m sure the tribe would be only too happy to disabuse you of that opinion.

Don’t even mention double 3/8” screws, there’s another tribe out for blood on that one.

This story hopefully has a happy ending – the single ¼” and double 3/8” fixings are consigned to the dustbin of history, something that should have happened 50,000 years ago.

Support manufacturers and camera makers, take note – find those R. Soles in your midst and terminate them with extreme prejudice. This story could just come true.
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